
Routine | Concept Vocabulary

Students Prepare to Read by engaging in routines to support their comprehension of each thematically-connected, grade-level text.  The Concept Vocabulary 
activates and builds background by introducing semantically-related words students will encounter in the text. The Reading Strategy equips students with a tool for 
unlocking meaning. As students Read to Unlock Meaning, they apply the strategy and respond to Comprehension Check questions. They later return to the text to 
respond to the Close-Read notes. All the while, they annotate the text, highlighting unfamiliar vocabulary, noting passages to revisit, and posing questions.

Prepare to Read/Read

When students spend just a few 
minutes considering select Concept 
Vocabulary that they will encounter in 
the text, their brains are primed for the 
text’s content, which supports meaning 
making as they read. This is especially  
true when these words are paired with 
the About the Author and Background
that accompanies each text. Students 
use all three to begin the process of 
creating a network of semantically-
related vocabulary that equips them to 
generate the meanings of unfamiliar 
words they encounter in the text.

Purpose

Routine | Reading Strategy Routine | Read to Unlock Meaning

Skilled readers have an array of 
strategies they flexibly apply across 
texts and tasks. The Reading Strategy 
for each selection has been chosen 
specifically because it helps students 
make meaning of the text. Students 
learn what the strategy is, how it works, 
and why they should use it. Students 
are then prompted to apply the 
strategy as they read and revisit their 
use of the strategy after reading to 
strengthen their ability to 
independently match strategies to 
texts.

Purpose When students Read to Unlock 
Meaning, they first read for 
comprehension and enjoyment, taking 
in the text and noting passages to 
return to later. They apply the Reading 
Strategy and use the Comprehension 
Check questions to support meaning 
making. 

Purpose
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A Note about the Close Read
As students develop cognitive and meta-
cognitive strategies to manage their own 
reading process, encourage them to make 
their own decisions about when to slow down 
or speed up their reading, when to reread, and 
how to mark a text. Use the Close Read notes 
and routine to model, not prescribe, a process.



When students Explore the Essential 
Question, they are making explicit the 
connection between the knowledge 
they have gained from the text and the 
Essential Question at the hear of the 
unit and the Performance-Based 
Assessment. They also consider how 
the perspective presented in the text 
informs their own thinking about the 
unit theme. Recording these thoughts 
and insights in the Evidence Log 
provides students a valuable resource 
for reflecting on how their thinking has 
changed over the course of the unit, as 
well as for developing their writing for 
the Performance-Based Assessment.

Purpose

Analysis deepens students’ 
understanding of the text, moving from 
literal comprehension to inferential 
and evaluative comprehension, 
through carefully sequenced prompts. 
Students also practice citing textual 
evidence to support their analysis and 
interpretation. 

Purpose

First Thoughts is the opportunity for 
students to just say what they think, 
affirming their perspective on the text, 
and to consider what in the text is 
worth additional study. This can be an 
opportunity to review their annotations 
and any questions they generated 
during their first read of the text. The 
Summary confirms student’s 
comprehension of the text, inviting 
them to capture main ideas, key 
details, claims, and characters, or plot 
points according to text type.

Purpose

Build Insight

Routine | First Thoughts & Summary Routine | Analysis Routine | Explore the EQ

After reading the text, students Build Insight by capturing their First Thoughts, then confirm their comprehension by composing a Summary of the text. Next, they 
deepen their initial comprehension through Analysis, making inferences, interpreting and evaluating the text, and drawing conclusions while citing textual evidence. 
Students Explore the Essential Question, building knowledge of the unit theme by connecting the text to the big ideas of the unit.
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Inquiry and Research prompts foster 
student agency by creating 
opportunities for students to explore 
their questions and interests as they 
develop skills such as paraphrasing, 
developing research questions, and 
evaluating sources. These brief tasks 
make inquiry and research a regular, 
rather than infrequent, part of learning.

Purpose

Each Analyze and Interpret routine 
focuses on a Literary or Text Element 
that unlocks deeper comprehension of 
the text being studied. As students 
read across texts and genres, they 
build their knowledge of how texts 
work, analyzing the elements that 
create meaning, define genre, and 
establish purpose. They also practice 
applying their newly-acquired skills 
and knowledge in their own writing.

PurposeThe Close Read directs students to 
revisit specific passages and practice 
responding to the type of analysis and 
interpretation questions they’ll 
encounter on state assessments and 
college admissions tests.

Purpose

Routine | Close Read

Analyze and Interpret

Routine | Inquiry & Research Routine | Literary & Text Elements

Part of the ongoing process of deepening comprehension, Analyze and Interpret presents opportunities for students to revisit passages through the Close Read, to 
delve into knowledge-building tasks that hone vital Inquiry and Research skills, and to develop their literacy knowledge as they learn more about how texts works.
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A Note about the Close Read
In grades 6-8, students are explicitly prompted 
to reply to the Close Read notes as part of this 
routine. In grades 9-12, invite students to return 
to the Close Read notes to clarify and deepen 
their understanding of the text before or during 
the Analyze and Interpret routine.



Reading like writers, students analyze 
examples of Craft and Conventions 
drawn from the text selection. By 
analyzing the effect of each, students 
deepen their comprehension and 
prepare to write effectively. 

Purpose

Word Study develops students’ 
vocabulary knowledge by providing 
explicit instruction about how words 
work. Students learn to distinguish 
connotative and denotative meanings, 
identify the morphemes that make up 
words and the meaning they carry, 
and use context clues, all to develop 
the skills they need to generate the 
meanings of unfamiliar words they 
encounter in texts.

Purpose
Students revisit the Concept 
Vocabulary to answer an important 
question: Why these words? Students 
develop an understanding of the 
relationships among words, which 
supports their ability to independently 
generate the meaning of unfamiliar 
words. They also learn how word 
choice affects meaning. Students then 
practice using the words themselves, 
securing their new vocabulary 
knowledge.

Purpose

Students Study Language and Craft by revisiting the Concept Vocabulary, engaging in Word Study, and learn more about how language and craft work. Students 
use brief activities to examine and expand upon the language used in the text, which also supports their reading comprehension and enhances the language they 
use when speaking and writing. 

Study Language and Craft

Routine | Concept Vocabulary Routine | Craft & ConventionsRoutine | Word Study
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Because talk accelerates learning, 
Speaking and Listening is an essential 
part of every lesson. Share Ideas 
prompts provide opportunities for 
students to more formally prepare and 
present something to peers (and 
others) that gives their voices needed 
space to be shared and heard. As with 
writing, speaking and listening tasks 
encompass a wide array of engaging, 
authentic performances, including pep 
talks, podcasts, panel discussions, and 
oral interpretations.

Purpose

Share Ideas

Writing to Compare develops and 
demonstrates students’ understanding 
of multiple texts. By comparing and 
contrasting works, students consider 
and synthesize multiple perspectives 
on the unit theme or explore how 
different authors establish and 
communicate their purpose for writing.

Purpose

Routine | Writing to Compare

Writing tasks deepen students’ 
understanding of the text, providing an 
opportunity for them to clarify and 
organize their thinking and apply the 
language skills they have acquired. 
Students write across a variety of 
engaging, authentic text types, 
including brief informational texts, 
evidence-supported argumentative 
pieces, and narrative-based works.

Purpose

Routine | Writing

When students Share Ideas they write, speak, and listen to deepen their understanding of texts by examining language structures and engaging in verbal reasoning. 
They produce an array of texts across genres and formats to develop and demonstrate their expressive skills and communicate their perspective, their experience, 
and their understanding. 

Routine | Speaking & Listening
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A Note about Share Ideas
Each Share Ideas task contributes to the Performance Tasks and Performance-Based Assessment. 
Writing, Speaking, and Listening across genres builds transferable skills: integrating evidence, 
explaining reasoning, and crafting sentences with impact. A narrative task might ask students to 
include an anecdote, but that same skill helps them develop evidence or reasoning in an 
argumentative piece later. Help students see the connection between the Share Ideas tasks and the 
later assessments.
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